[A survey of opioid use in preanesthetic medication].
A mailing survey was carried out to assess the current practice of sedative premedication in anesthesia. Questionnaires were sent by mail to 77 university hospitals. We especially evaluated use of opioids for premedication. Sixty-one percent (n = 47) of the hospitals answered these questionnaires and 31 percent (n = 15) of them were using opioids for the preanesthetic medication. Pethidine was used most frequently for premedication of all opioids, and morphine was often used for the premedication before cardiac surgery. All opioids were administrated intramusculary both in adults and children.